boy gets

4$19 million
after TV
fell on him

'| By Michaal Miggins
“Tribune staff feporter

A Cook COuﬁtsr jury awarded
519 millon Mondaytoa 13-year
old boy who suffered severe
brain imiuries in 2008 when a
television foll on him at a pri-
+ vate school on Chicago's North-
west Side. :

Marisno Hernsndez was a 9-
year-old student at St. Gene
viave 8chool, which is run by
‘the "Archdiccese of Chlcagu,
when the incident occtrred.

Martano’s class was prsgé;
g to watch a videotape on
30, 2003, when he tried to help
‘Wovea 27-inch television hoMed
high up in a stand on wheels,
said the family’s lawver, St
_phen Passen of Chicago, -

“The whole thing came righi
1down on him,” Pasgen said

Manday. “It wag unstable. . ., 1t
'should never have been in ap en
vironment with kids.”

Archdiocese officials admif.

‘ted, liability in the case, and
1+ there was a twoweek trial be-
1 foraarjury and Cook County Cir-
cuit Judge Thomas Flanagan’ to
determine damages. :

“This was an accident.” arch-

diocese spokeswoman Susew
[ Burrift said Monday “Cer.

t tainly, the archdiceess has been
| primarfly concerned for-the fl_a,

tare of this voune persor.”
1. The award included $7.1 mit
lion for firture expenses, §5 mil;
lion for “loss of a normal llfe"‘
$2.4 million forlostea.mimis ’
million for disfiguremen
million for pain and stxffermé‘
and $518,000 for med.ical et
penses.

Archdiocese oﬁ“mmls had not
decided whether toappeal the
damage award, Burrit sajd.

Mariano was in 4th grade and-
working at that grade Jevel be-
fore he was hurt, Passen sai
He said the boy is now ap 8th
grader in special eflucation whe
works at a 3rit-grade [evel

The suit fauited the school's
*| equiprnent, not the performe
ance ofany teacher, Passen said:
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